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In this brilliantly conceived and written biography, Pulitzer Prize–winning Kenneth Silverman gives us the
long and amazing life of the man eulogized by the New York Herald in 1872 as “perhaps the most illustrious
American of his age.”

Silverman presents Samuel Morse in all his complexity. There is the gifted and prolific painter (more than
three hundred portraits and larger historical canvases) and pioneer photographer, who gave the first lectures
on art in America, became the first Professor of Fine Arts at an American college (New York University),
and founded the National Academy of Design. There is the republican idealist, prominent in antebellum
politics, who ran for Congress and for mayor of New York. But most important, there is the inventor of the
American electromagnetic telegraph, which earned Morse the name Lightning Man and brought him the
fame he sought.

In these pages, we witness the evolution of the great invention from its inception as an idea to its
introduction to the world—an event that astonished Morse’s contemporaries and was considered the supreme
expression of the country’s inventive genius. We see how it transformed commerce, journalism,
transportation, military affairs, diplomacy, and the very shape of daily life, ushering in the modern era of
communication.

But we discover as well that Morse viewed his existence as accursed rather than illustrious, his every
achievement seeming to end in loss and defeat: his most ambitious canvases went unsold; his beloved
republic imploded into civil war, making it unlivable for him; and the commercial success of the telegraph
engulfed him in lawsuits challenging the originality and ownership of his invention.

Lightning Man is the first biography of Samuel F. B. Morse in sixty years. It is a revelation of the life of a
fascinating and profoundly troubled American genius.
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From reader reviews:

John Ashcraft:

The book Lightning Man: The Accursed Life of Samuel F. B. Morse will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try
to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Lightning Man: The Accursed Life
of Samuel F. B. Morse is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jim May:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Lightning Man: The Accursed Life of Samuel F. B. Morse your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Lightning Man: The Accursed Life of Samuel F. B. Morse giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your
better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Robert Hutzler:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Lightning Man: The Accursed Life of Samuel F. B. Morse
was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Lightning Man: The Accursed Life
of Samuel F. B. Morse has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading that will.

Ricardo Donaldson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Lightning Man: The
Accursed Life of Samuel F. B. Morse.
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