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"As Napoleon annexed territories by waging wars, James annexed, in his imagination, the whole of Europe
to the American novel." —Leon Edel
"James's critical genius comes out most tellingly in his mastery over, his baffling escape from, Ideas; a
mastery and an escape which are perhaps the last test of a superior intelligence. He had a mind so fine that no
idea could violate it… He is the most intelligent man of his generation." —T. S. Eliot
"I read it all. And I wept too." —Robert Louis Stevenson
"‘The Portrait of a Lady’ is entirely successful in giving one the sense of having met somebody far too
radiantly good for this world." —Rebecca West
"The greatest American novelist." —Harold Bloom

"The Portrait of a Lady" is the most stunning achievement of Henry James's early period — in the 1860s and
'70s when he was transforming himself from a talented young American into a resident of Europe, a citizen
of the world, and one of the greatest novelists of modern times. A kind of delight at the success of this
transformation informs every page of this masterpiece. Isabel Archer, a beautiful, intelligent, and headstrong
American girl newly endowed with wealth and embarked in Europe on a treacherous journey to self-
knowledge, is delineated with a magnificence that is at once casual and tense with force and insight. The
characters with whom she is entangled — the good man and the evil one, between whom she wavers, and the
mysterious witchlike woman with whom she must do battle — are each rendered with a virtuosity that
suggests dazzling imaginative powers. And the scene painting — in England and Italy — provides a
continuous visual pleasure while always remaining crucial to the larger drama.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Ward:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The Portrait
of a Lady (Centaur Classics) [The 100 greatest novels of all time - #20] suitable to you? The book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Portrait of a Lady (Centaur Classics)
[The 100 greatest novels of all time - #20]is the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Thomas Heiden:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Portrait of a
Lady (Centaur Classics) [The 100 greatest novels of all time - #20], you could tells your family, friends and
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Darryl Payton:

The e-book untitled The Portrait of a Lady (Centaur Classics) [The 100 greatest novels of all time - #20] is
the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Portrait of a Lady (Centaur
Classics) [The 100 greatest novels of all time - #20] from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

John Starr:

Exactly why? Because this The Portrait of a Lady (Centaur Classics) [The 100 greatest novels of all time -
#20] is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and



your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.
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