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The Council of Trent (1545–1563), the Catholic Church’s attempt to put its house in order in response to the
Protestant Reformation, has long been praised and blamed for things it never did. Now, in this first full one-
volume history in modern times, John W. O’Malley brings to life the volatile issues that pushed several Holy
Roman emperors, kings and queens of France, and five popes—and all of Europe with them—repeatedly to
the brink of disaster.

During the council’s eighteen years, war and threat of war among the key players, as well as the Ottoman
Turks’ onslaught against Christendom, turned the council into a perilous enterprise. Its leaders declined to
make a pronouncement on war against infidels, but Trent’s most glaring and ironic silence was on the
authority of the papacy itself. The popes, who reigned as Italian monarchs while serving as pastors, did
everything in their power to keep papal reform out of the council’s hands—and their power was
considerable. O’Malley shows how the council pursued its contentious parallel agenda of reforming the
Church while simultaneously asserting Catholic doctrine.

Like What Happened at Vatican II, O’Malley’s Trent: What Happened at the Council strips mythology from
historical truth while providing a clear, concise, and fascinating account of a pivotal episode in Church
history. In celebration of the 450th anniversary of the council’s closing, it sets the record straight about the
much misunderstood failures and achievements of this critical moment in European history.
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From reader reviews:

Desmond Gorman:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Trent: What Happened at the Council
book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Joshua Molina:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Trent: What Happened at the Council book
as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kathryn Cortez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Trent: What Happened at the Council your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
before. The Trent: What Happened at the Council giving you a different experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Virgil Santamaria:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Trent: What Happened at the Council we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Trent: What Happened at the
Council. You can more attractive than now.
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