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Chaim Gans's A Political Theory for the Jewish People examines the two dominant interpretations of
Zionism, contrasts them with post-Zionist alternatives, and develops a third model. Along with exploring the
historiographic, philosophical and moral foundations of each of these approaches, Gans considers their
implications for the relationship between Jews and Arabs in Israel/Palestine as well as the relationship
between Israeli and diasporic Jews.

Proprietary Zionism, Gans argues, is the version that is most popular among the Israeli Jewish public. It
conceives of the land of Israel/historic Palestine as the property of the Jewish people. It also conceives of the
entire Jewish people as belonging to Israel. Hierarchical Zionism is common among Israel's educated elites
and interprets the Jewish right to self-determination as a right to hegemony within the Israeli state. It remains
silent on the issue of the relationship between Israeli and non-Israeli Jews. Post-Zionist approaches,
conversely, thoroughly reject these Zionist narratives regarding Jewish history and critique the rationale for
the continued existence of the state of Israel as a Jewish state.

Gans disagrees with all of these approaches, and in their stead advocates egalitarian Zionism, which is based
on an egalitarian interpretation of the right to national self-determination and derives from the justifications
for Zionism in its early years. As such, it interprets the historical link between the Jews and the land of Israel
in terms of identity rather than property. It also views the link between Israel and world Jewry as a matter of
choice for individual Jews--not as a matter of necessity, inextricably bound to their essence as Jews. He sees
it as preferable to both the dominant strands of Zionism but also to the major contemporary anti-Zionist
approaches: first, that of the Israeli post-Zionists offering a civic or post-colonial vision of a non-Jewish
state, and, secondly, that of the mostly American post-Zionists who have a neo-diasporic vision for both
Israeli and non-Israeli Jews in which the connection to the land of Israel is loose at best. Ultimately, the book
argues that egalitarian Zionism is superior to its rivals both in the authenticity of its relationship to Jewish
history and in its implications for denizens of Israeland Jews around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Adele Rowan:

This A Political Theory for the Jewish People book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This A Political Theory for the Jewish People without we realize teach the one who examining it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry A Political Theory for the Jewish People can bring once
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A Political Theory for the Jewish People having fine arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Gary Tawney:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Political
Theory for the Jewish People is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

James Alvarez:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is A Political Theory for the Jewish People this e-book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Cindy Johnson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific A Political Theory for the Jewish People can give you a
lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have A Political Theory for the Jewish People.
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