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Edmund Spenser's innovative poetic works have a central place in the canon of English literature. Yet he is
remembered as a morally flawed, self-interested sycophant; complicit in England's ruthless colonisation of
Ireland; in Karl Marx's words, 'Elizabeth's arse-kissing poet'-- a man on the make who aspired to be at court
and who was prepared to exploit the Irish to get what he wanted.

In his vibrant and vivid book, the first biography of the poet for 60 years, Andrew Hadfield finds a more
complex and subtle Spenser. How did a man who seemed destined to become a priest or a don become
embroiled in politics? If he was intent on social climbing, why was he so astonishingly rude to the good and
the great Lord Burghley, the earl of Leicester, Sir Walter Ralegh, Elizabeth I and James VI? Why was he
more at home with 'the middling sort' -- writers, publishers and printers, bureaucrats, soldiers, academics,
secretaries, and clergymen -- than with the mighty and the powerful? How did the appalling slaughter he
witnessed in Ireland impact on his imaginative powers? How did his marriage and family life shape his
work?

Spenser's brilliant writing has always challenged our preconceptions. So too, Hadfield shows, does the
contradictory relationship between his between life and his art.
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From reader reviews:

Earline Martin:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to reading
a reserve. The book Edmund Spenser: A Life it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Steve Bennett:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is usually Edmund Spenser: A Life.

Tyron Lenahan:

Beside this particular Edmund Spenser: A Life in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Edmund Spenser: A Life because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from right now!

James Brady:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Edmund Spenser: A Life.
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