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The definitive biography of the legendary autocrat whose enlightened rule transformed the map of
Europe and changed the course of history

Few figures loom as large in European history as Frederick the Great. When he inherited the Prussian crown
in 1740, he ruled over a kingdom of scattered territories, a minor Germanic backwater. By the end of his
reign, the much larger and consolidated Prussia ranked among the continent’s great powers. In this
magisterial biography, award-winning historian Tim Blanning gives us an intimate, in-depth portrait of a
king who dominated the political, military, and cultural life of Europe half a century before Napoleon.

A brilliant, ambitious, sometimes ruthless monarch, Frederick was a man of immense contradictions. This
consummate conqueror was also an ardent patron of the arts who attracted painters, architects, musicians,
playwrights, and intellectuals to his court. Like his fellow autocrat Catherine the Great of Russia, Frederick
was captivated by the ideals of the Enlightenment—for many years he kept up lively correspondence with
Voltaire and other leading thinkers of the age. Yet, like Catherine, Frederick drew the line when it came to
implementing Enlightenment principles that might curtail his royal authority.

Frederick’s terrifying father instilled in him a stern military discipline that would make the future king one of
the most fearsome battlefield commanders of his day, while deriding as effeminate his son’s passion for
modern ideas and fine art. Frederick, driven to surpass his father’s legacy, challenged the dominant German-
speaking powers, including Saxony, Bavaria, and the Habsburg Monarchy. It was an audacious foreign
policy gambit, one at which Frederick, against the expectations of his rivals, succeeded.

In examining Frederick’s private life, Blanning also carefully considers the long-debated question of
Frederick’s sexuality, finding evidence that Frederick lavished gifts on his male friends and maintained
homosexual relationships throughout his life, while limiting contact with his estranged, unloved queen to
visits that were few and far between.

The story of one man’s life and the complete political and cultural transformation of a nation, Tim
Blanning’s sweeping biography takes readers inside the mind of the monarch, giving us a fresh
understanding of Frederick the Great’s remarkable reign.

Praise for Frederick the Great

“Writing Frederick’s biography . . . requires a diverse set of skills: expertise in eighteenth-century diplomatic
and military history, including the intricacies of the Holy Roman Empire; a familiarity with the music,
architecture and intellectual traditions of Northern Europe; and, not least, a profound sense of human
psychology, the better to grasp the makeup of this complex and tormented man. Fortunately, Tim Blanning .
. . has all of these skills in abundance.”—The Wall Street Journal

“At once scholarly and highly readable . . . [Blanning] has given us a superb portrait of an enlightened
despot, equally at home on the battlefield and in the opera house, both utterly ruthless and culturally
refined.”—Commentary



“Blanning, in clear thinking and prose, investigates all aspects of Frederick’s personality and reign. . . . The
last word on this significant king, for years to come.”—Booklist (starred review)

“Masterly . . . Blanning brilliantly brings to life one of the most complex characters of modern European
history.”—The Telegraph (five stars)

“A supremely nuanced account . . . This biography finds [Blanning] at the height of his powers.”—Literary
Review

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Morales:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what type you should start with. This Frederick the Great: King of Prussia is our recommendation
to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Stephen Williams:

Frederick the Great: King of Prussia can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Frederick the Great: King of Prussia
however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.

Francisco Gentry:

The book untitled Frederick the Great: King of Prussia contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Jorge Wilson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Frederick the Great: King of Prussia or others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Frederick the Great: King of Prussia to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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