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Since the Stonewall Riots in 1969, the politics of sexual identity in America have drastically transformed.
It’s almost old news that recent generations of Americans have grown up in a culture more accepting of out
lesbians and gay men, seen the proliferation of LGBTQ media representation, and witnessed the attainment
of a range of legal rights for same-sex couples. But the changes wrought by a so-called “post-closeted
culture” have not just affected the queer community—heterosexuals are also in the midst of a sea change in
how their sexuality plays out in everyday life. In Straights, James Joseph Dean argues that heterosexuals can
neither assume the invisibility of gays and lesbians, nor count on the assumption that their own
heterosexuality will go unchallenged. The presumption that we are all heterosexual, or that there is such a
thing as ‘compulsory heterosexuality,’ he claims, has vanished.

Based on 60 in-depth interviews with a diverse group of straight men and women, Straights explores how
straight Americans make sense of their sexual and gendered selves in this new landscape, particularly with
an understanding of how race does and does not play a role in these conceptions. Dean provides a historical
understanding of heterosexuality and how it was first established, then moves on to examine the changing
nature of masculinity and femininity and, most importantly, the emergence of a new kind of
heterosexuality—notably, for men, the metrosexual, and for women, the emergence of a more fluid sexuality.
The book also documents the way heterosexuals interact and form relationships with their LGBTQ family
members, friends, acquaintances, and coworkers. Although homophobia persists among straight individuals,
Dean shows that being gay-friendly or against homophobic expressions is also increasingly common among
straight Americans. A fascinating study, Straights provides an in-depth look at the changing nature of sexual
expression in America. 

Instructors: PowerPoint slides for each chapter are available by clicking on the files below.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need that Straights: Heterosexuality in Post-
Closeted Culture to read.

Robert Bell:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Straights: Heterosexuality in Post-Closeted Culture as your daily resource
information.

George Gentry:

Typically the book Straights: Heterosexuality in Post-Closeted Culture will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Straights: Heterosexuality in Post-Closeted Culture is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Jeremy Turner:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Straights: Heterosexuality in Post-
Closeted Culture or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Straights: Heterosexuality in Post-Closeted Culture to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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