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An iconic symbol and sound of the Lucumí/Santería religion, Afro-Cuban batá are talking drums that express
the epic mythological narratives of the West African Yoruba deities known as orisha. By imitating aspects of
speech and song, and by metaphorically referencing salient attributes of the deities, batá drummers facilitate
the communal praising of orisha in a music ritual known as a toque de santo.

In The Artistry of Afro-Cuban Batá Drumming, Kenneth Schweitzer blends musical transcription, musical
analysis, interviews, ethnographic descriptions, and observations from his own experience as a ritual
drummer to highlight the complex variables at work during a live Lucumí performance.

Integral in enabling trance possessions by the orisha, by far the most dramatic expressions of Lucumí faith,
batá drummers are also entrusted with controlling the overall ebb and flow of the four- to six-hour toque de
santo. During these events, batá drummers combine their knowledge of ritual with an extensive repertoire of
rhythms and songs. Musicians focus on the many thematic acts that unfold both concurrently and in quick
succession. In addition to creating an emotionally charged environment, playing salute rhythms for the
orisha, and supporting the playful song competitions that erupt between singers, batá drummers are equally
dedicated to nurturing their own drumming community by creating a variety of opportunities for the
musicians to grow artistically and creatively.
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Artistry of
Afro-Cuban Batá Drumming: Aesthetics, Transmission, Bonding, and Creativity (Caribbean Studies Series)?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Helen Massey:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Artistry of Afro-Cuban Batá Drumming:
Aesthetics, Transmission, Bonding, and Creativity (Caribbean Studies Series) was making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The publication The Artistry of Afro-Cuban Batá Drumming: Aesthetics, Transmission, Bonding,
and Creativity (Caribbean Studies Series) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship using the book The Artistry of Afro-Cuban Batá Drumming: Aesthetics,
Transmission, Bonding, and Creativity (Caribbean Studies Series). You never really feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Angel Martinez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Artistry of Afro-Cuban Batá Drumming: Aesthetics,
Transmission, Bonding, and Creativity (Caribbean Studies Series), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Charles Gray:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Artistry of Afro-Cuban Batá Drumming: Aesthetics,
Transmission, Bonding, and Creativity (Caribbean Studies Series) why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely



fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.
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