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A volume in Research in Mathematics Education Series Editor Barbara J. Dougherty, University of
Mississippi This monograph reports on an analysis of a small part of the mathematics curriculum, the
definitions given to quadrilaterals. This kind of research, which we call micro-curricular analysis, is often
undertaken by those who create curriculum, but it is not usually done systematically and it is rarely
published. Many terms in mathematics education can be found to have different definitions in mathematics
books. Among these are "natural number," "parallel lines" and "congruent triangles," "trapezoid" and
"isosceles trapezoid," the formal definitions of the trigonometric functions and absolute value, and implicit
definitions of the arithmetic operations addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. Yet many teachers
and students do not realize there is a choice of definitions for mathematical terms. And even those who
realize there is a choice may not know who decides which definition of any mathematical term is better, and
under what criteria. Finally, rarely are the mathematical implications of various choices discussed. As a
result, many students misuse and otherwise do not understand the role of definition in mathematics. We have
chosen in this monograph to examine a bit of mathematics for its definitions: the quadrilaterals. We do so
because there is some disagreement in the definitions and, consequently, in the ways in which quadrilaterals
are classified and relate to each other. The issues underlying these differences have engaged students,
teachers, mathematics educators, and mathematicians. There have been several articles and a number of
essays on the definitions and classification of quadrilaterals. But primarily we chose this specific area of
definition in mathematics because it demonstrates how broad mathematical issues revolving around
definitions become reflected in curricular materials. While we were undertaking this research, we found that
the area of quadrilaterals supplied grist for broader and richer discussions than we had first anticipated. The
intended audience includes curriculum developers, researchers, teachers, teacher trainers, and anyone
interested in language and its use.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Gaul:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
The Classification of Quadrilaterals: A Study in Definition (Research in Mathematics Education)? Maybe it
is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Matthew Ramey:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Classification of Quadrilaterals: A Study in Definition (Research
in Mathematics Education) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Matthew Schwartz:

You can obtain this The Classification of Quadrilaterals: A Study in Definition (Research in Mathematics
Education) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.

Willie Thacker:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Classification of Quadrilaterals: A Study in Definition (Research in
Mathematics Education) can make you experience more interested to read.
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