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From the myth of William Webb Ellis to the glory of the 2003 World Cup win, this book explores the social
history of rugby union in England.

Ever since Tom Brown’s Schooldays the sport has seen itself as the guardian of traditional English middle-
class values. In this fascinating new history, leading rugby historian Tony Collins demonstrates how these
values have shaped the English game, from the public schools to mass spectator sport, from strict
amateurism to global professionalism.

Based on unprecedented access to the official archives of the Rugby Football Union, and drawing on an
impressive array of sources from club minutes to personal memoirs and contemporary literature, the book
explores in vivid detail the key events, personalities and players that have made English rugby.

From an era of rapid growth at the end of the nineteenth century, through the terrible losses suffered during
the First World War and the subsequent ‘rush to rugby’ in the public and grammar schools, and into the
periods of disorientation and commercialisation in the 1960s through to the present day, the story of English
rugby union is also the story of the making of modern England.

Like all the very best writers on sport, Tony Collins uses sport as a prism through which to better understand
both culture and society. A ground-breaking work of both social history and sport history, A Social History
of English Rugby Union tells a fascinating story of sporting endeavour, masculine identity, imperial
ideology, social consciousness and the nature of Englishness.
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From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

The feeling that you get from A Social History of English Rugby Union will be the more deep you looking
the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but A Social History of English Rugby Union giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read
the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having that A Social History of English Rugby Union instantly.

Thomas Woods:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking A Social History of English
Rugby Union that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick A Social History of English Rugby Union become your
personal starter.

Therese Watson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this A Social History of English Rugby
Union publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt A Social History of English Rugby Union as good book
but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by
its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Kaye Reynolds:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Social History of English
Rugby Union which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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