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Hokusai's Great Wave, as it is commonly known today, is arguably one of Japan's most successful exports,
its commanding cresting profile instantly recognizable no matter how different its representations in media
and style. In this richly illustrated and highly original study, Christine Guth examines the iconic wave from
its first publication in 1831 through the remarkable range of its articulations, arguing that it has been a site
where the tensions, contradictions, and, especially, the productive creativities of the local and the global have
been negotiated and expressed. She follows the wave s trajectory across geographies, linking its movements
with larger political, economic, technological, and sociocultural developments. Adopting a case study
approach, Guth explores issues that map the social life of the iconic wave across time and place, from the
initial reception of the woodblock print in Japan, to the image s adaptations as part of international
nationalism, its place in American perceptions of Japan, its commercial adoption for lifestyle branding, and
finally to its identification as a tsunami, bringing not culture but disaster in its wake.

Wide ranging in scope yet grounded in close readings of disparate iterations of the wave, multidisciplinary
and theoretically informed in its approach, Hokusai's Great Wave will change both how we look at this
global icon and the way we study the circulation of Japanese prints. This accessible and engagingly written
work moves beyond the standard hagiographical approach to recognize, as categories of analysis, historical
and geographic contingency as well as visual and technical brilliance. It is a book that will interest students
of Japan and its culture and more generally those seeking fresh perspectives on the dynamics of cultural
globalization.

70 color illustrations, 5 black and white
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From reader reviews:

James McDonald:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Hokusai's Great Wave: Biography of a Global
Icon to read.

Michael Palmateer:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the information or
even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you examining a
book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Hokusai's
Great Wave: Biography of a Global Icon, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Josette Leonard:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Hokusai's Great Wave: Biography of a
Global Icon that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may
pick Hokusai's Great Wave: Biography of a Global Icon become your starter.

Brenda Moulton:

This Hokusai's Great Wave: Biography of a Global Icon is completely new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Hokusai's
Great Wave: Biography of a Global Icon can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better



life and also knowledge.
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