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Desperate to escape South Texas, Stephanie Elizondo Griest dreamed of becoming a foreign correspondent.
So she headed to Russia looking for some excitement—commencing what would become a four-year,
twelve-nation Communist bloc tour that shattered her preconceived notions of the “Evil Empire.”

In Around the Bloc, Griest relates her experiences as a volunteer at a children’s shelter in Moscow, a
propaganda polisher at the office of the Chinese Communist Party’s English-language mouthpiece in
Beijing, and a belly dancer among the rumba queens of Havana. She falls in love with an ex-soldier who
narrowly avoided radiation cleanup duties at Chernobyl, hangs out with Cuban hip-hop artists, and comes to
difficult realizations about the meaning of democracy.

is the absorbing story of a young journalist driven by a desire to witness the effects of Communism. Along
the way, she learns the Russian mathematical equation for buying dinner-party vodka (one bottle per guest,
plus an extra), stumbles upon Beijing’s underground gay scene, marches with 100,000 mothers demanding
Elián González’s return to Cuba, and gains a new appreciation for the Mexican culture she left behind.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Mendoza:

The book untitled Around the Bloc: My Life in Moscow, Beijing, and Havana is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Around the Bloc: My Life in Moscow,
Beijing, and Havana from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Walter Berry:

This Around the Bloc: My Life in Moscow, Beijing, and Havana is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Around the Bloc: My Life in Moscow, Beijing, and Havana in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Cathryn Walker:

Beside that Around the Bloc: My Life in Moscow, Beijing, and Havana in your phone, it can give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have Around the Bloc: My Life in Moscow, Beijing, and Havana because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in
addition to read it from right now!

Pearl Miller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Around the Bloc: My Life in



Moscow, Beijing, and Havana.
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