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Since the earliest days of the republic, great engineering projects have shaped American landscapes and
expressed American dreams. The ambition to build lies as close to the nation's heart as the belief in liberty.
We live in a built civilization, connected one to another in an enormous web of technology. Yet we have all
too often overlooked the role of engineers and builders in American history. With glorious photographs and
epic narrative sweep, "Great Projects" at last gives their story the prominence it deserves.Each of the eight
projects featured in this masterful narrative was a milestone in its own right: the flood-control works of the
lower Mississippi, Hoover Dam, Edison's lighting system, the spread of electricity across the nation, the
great Croton Aqueduct, the bridges of New York City, Boston's revamped street system, known as the Big
Dig, and the ever-evolving communica- tions network called the Internet. Each project arose from a heroic
vision. Each encountered obstacles. Each reveals a tale of genius and perseverance.James Tobin, winner of a
National Book Critics Circle Award, explains the four essential tasks of the engineer: to protect people from
the destructive force of water while harnessing it for the enormous good it can do; to provide people with
electricity, the motive force of modern life; to make great cities habitable and vital; and to create the
pathways that connect place to place and person to person. Tobin focuses on the indi- viduals behind our
greatest structures of earth and concrete and steel: James Buchanan Eads, who walked on the floor of the
Mississippi to learn the river's secrets; Arthur Powell Davis and Frank Crowe, who imagined a dam that
could transform the West; Thomas Edison, who envisioned a new way to light the world; Samuel Insull, the
organizational mastermind of the electrical revolution; the long-forgotten John Bloomfield Jervis, who
assured New York's future with the gift of clean water; Othmar Ammann, the modest Swiss-American who
fought his mentor to become the first engineer to bridge the lower Hudson River; Fred Salvucci, the
antihighway rebel who transformed the face of Boston; and J.C.R. Licklider, the obscure scientist who first
imagined the Internet. Here, too, are the workers who scorned hardship to turn the engineers' dreams into
reality, deep underground and high in the sky, through cold and heat and danger. In "Great Projects" -- soon
to be a major PBS television series by the Emmy Award-winning Great Projects Film Company -- we share
their dreams and witness their struggles; we watch them create the modern world we walk through each day
-- the "city upon a hill" that became our America.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Davis:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Great Projects: The
Epic Story of the Building of America, from the Taming of the Mississippi to the Invention of the Internet
book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Marcia Eberhart:

Here thing why that Great Projects: The Epic Story of the Building of America, from the Taming of the
Mississippi to the Invention of the Internet are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is
good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Great
Projects: The Epic Story of the Building of America, from the Taming of the Mississippi to the Invention of
the Internet giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no publication that similar with Great Projects: The Epic Story of the Building of America, from the
Taming of the Mississippi to the Invention of the Internet. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Great Projects: The Epic Story of the
Building of America, from the Taming of the Mississippi to the Invention of the Internet in e-book can be
your alternate.

Keely Charles:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
Great Projects: The Epic Story of the Building of America, from the Taming of the Mississippi to the
Invention of the Internet.

Aurora Ammon:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends



and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Great Projects: The Epic Story of the Building
of America, from the Taming of the Mississippi to the Invention of the Internet it is very good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.
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