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Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History of Criminal Defense is a memoir by renowned trial lawyer M.
Gerald Schwartzbach, who is perhaps best known for successfully defending actor Robert Blake against
charges he had murdered his wife. Each chapter details a different trial in the author’s illustrious career that
run the gamut from murder to malpractice, sexual assault to domestic abuse, from protecting the right of
dissent to advocating expanded rights for defendants. Schwartzbach stands at the intersection of some of the
key issues of our time and demonstrates how true justice can only happen when we refuse to objectify the
defendant, whoever he or she may be, whatever his or her alleged crime.
Finally, Leaning on the Arc is a firsthand, material, and applicable account of what it takes to practice
criminal defense law at a high level, how it really works, what to watch out for, and how it all feels.
“Gerry Schwartzbach’s fascinating book is not only packed with great tales of injustice subverted by
intelligence and passion, but it reminds us how the litany of prosecutorial injustices we read about daily, can
be overthrown by the old industrial-age values of diligence, deep thought, and a burning commitment to
justice. Though many of the cases in this book are about the famous, I met him when he was defending a
penniless and unknown close friend of mine. I know a stand-up man when I see one, and you should read
this book to gain an introduction.”
—Peter Coyote, Actor/Author

"This is the fascinating memoir of an excellent, highly accomplished, practical and idealistic criminal
defense lawyer, as committed to his clients, the proper functioning of the criminal justice system and the rule
of law as any lawyer could be. The lesson to be drawn is that thoughtful and the most thorough preparation is
the key ingredient for success in the practice of law, regardless of one's specialty."
—Robert Helman, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP, Adjunct Professor University of Chicago Law School
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Valles:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History of Criminal
Defense.

Arthur Haase:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Leaning on the Arc: A
Personal History of Criminal Defense is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jack Rosa:

The reason why? Because this Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History of Criminal Defense is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Rudy Hendren:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Leaning on the Arc: A Personal
History of Criminal Defense that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History of Criminal Defense
become your personal starter.
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