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In most studies of nationalism, the United States is curiously ignored or is examined only during its colonial
and republican periods. But it was the Civil War, argues Susan-Mary Grant, that truly formed the American
nation by unifying the states once and for all, abolishing slavery, and setting the country on the path to
modernity. In light of this, says Grant, the antebellum period was the crucial phase of American national
construction. In North Over South, Grant offers an original and controversial interpretation of a much
discussed but poorly understood period of American history. Despite the attention generally given to
Southern nationalism, Grant focuses on what Northerners thought about the South and how their beliefs
created a distinct outlook: a Northern nationalism based on opposition to things Southern.

Grant identifies Northern views of the South between 1830 and 1856 and examines how they developed,
how they changed, and how they were used by the Republican Party in its first national election campaign.
She demonstrates that the Republicans employed negative images of the South to transform Northern
regionalism into a self-styled "American nationalism"—at the same time transforming the South into a
region antithetical to the nation.

In support of this thesis, Grant examines attitudes toward the South expressed by writers, travelers, and
politicians. Focusing on works of such prominent writers as Ralph Waldo Emerson, William Cullen Bryant,
and Horace Mann, she shows that the North used the South as a negative point of reference against which to
define its own—hence American—identity, effectively excluding the South from full participation in the
process of American national construction.

This provocative study links the process of national construction in America with recent studies of European
nationalism and fills a gap in the historiography of North-South relations. One of the first scholars to relate
new theories of national construction to America, Grant shows that the United States has more in common
with the European experience than is often acknowledged and offers a unique and illuminating perspective
on the process of American nation-building. Her book will be required reading for anyone interested in
antebellum America and the origins of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this North Over South: Northern Nationalism and American Identity in the Antebellum Era, it is
possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Patricia Baker:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a e-book. The book North Over South: Northern Nationalism and American
Identity in the Antebellum Era it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book possesses high quality.

James Voyles:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. North Over South: Northern Nationalism and American Identity in the Antebellum Era can be
your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Christina Almonte:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This North Over South: Northern
Nationalism and American Identity in the Antebellum Era can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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