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The House of Twenty Thousand Books is the story of Chimen Abramsky, an extraordinary polymath and
bibliophile who amassed a vast collection of socialist literature and Jewish history. For more than fifty years
Chimen and his wife, Miriam, hosted epic gatherings in their house of books that brought together many of
the age’s greatest thinkers.

The atheist son of one of the century’s most important rabbis, Chimen was born in 1916 near Minsk, spent
his early teenage years in Moscow while his father served time in a Siberian labor camp for religious
proselytizing, and then immigrated to London, where he discovered the writings of Karl Marx and became
involved in left-wing politics. He briefly attended the newly established Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
until World War II interrupted his studies. Back in England, he married, and for many years he and Miriam
ran a respected Jewish bookshop in London’s East End. When the Nazis invaded Russia in June 1941,
Chimen joined the Communist Party, becoming a leading figure in the party’s National Jewish Committee.
He remained a member until 1958, when, shockingly late in the day, he finally acknowledged the atrocities
committed by Stalin. In middle age, Chimen reinvented himself once more, this time as a liberal thinker,
humanist, professor, and manuscripts’ expert for Sotheby’s auction house. 

Journalist Sasha Abramsky re-creates here a lost world, bringing to life the people, the books, and the ideas
that filled his grandparents’ house, from gatherings that included Eric Hobsbawm and Isaiah Berlin to books
with Marx’s handwritten notes, William Morris manuscripts and woodcuts, an early sixteenth-century
Bomberg Bible, and a first edition of Descartes’s Meditations. The House of Twenty Thousand Books is a
wondrous journey through our times, from the vanished worlds of Eastern European Jewry to the
cacophonous politics of modernity.

The House of Twenty Thousand Books includes 43 photos.  
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From reader reviews:

Brent Jones:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The House of Twenty Thousand Books ended
up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve The House of Twenty Thousand Books is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The House of Twenty Thousand Books. You
never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Gail Boutwell:

This The House of Twenty Thousand Books is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The House of Twenty Thousand Books can be
the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Patricia Stewart:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve The House of Twenty Thousand Books was filled with regards to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Barry Bennett:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book The
House of Twenty Thousand Books. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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