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Preacher, teacher, and postmistress, Charlotte Levy Riley was born into slavery but became a popular
evangelist after emancipation. Although several nineteenth-century accounts by black preaching women in
the northern states are known, this is the first discovery of such a memoir in the South.

            Born in 1839 in Charleston, South Carolina, Riley was taught to read, write, and sew despite laws
forbidding black literacy. Raised a Presbyterian, she writes of her conversion at age fourteen to the African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) church, embracing its ecstatic worship and led by her own spiritual visions. Her
memoir is revelatory on many counts, including life in urban Charleston before and after emancipation, her
work as a preacher at multiracial revivals, the rise of African American civil servants in the Reconstruction
era, and her education and development as a licensed female minister in a patriarchal church.

            Crystal J. Lucky, who discovered Riley’s forgotten book in the library archives at Wilberforce
University in Ohio, provides an introduction and notes on events, society, and religious practice in the
antebellum era and during the Civil War and Reconstruction, and places A Mysterious Life and Calling in the
context of other spiritual autobiographies and slave narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible A
Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
other opinion?

Paul Queen:

The reserve with title A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Deon Henderson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Georgia Yorke:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) when you required it?
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