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Franklin Roosevelt instinctively understood that a politician unable to control his own body would be
perceived as unable to control the body politic. He took care to hide his polio-induced lameness both visually
and verbally. Through his speeches—and his physical bearing when delivering them—he tried to project
robust health for himself while imputing disability, weakness, and even disease onto his political opponents
and their policies.

In FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability, Davis W. Houck and Amos Kiewe analyze the silences
surrounding Roosevelt's disability, the words he chose to portray himself and his policies as powerful and
health-giving, and the methods he used to maximize the appearance of physical strength. Drawing on never-
before-used primary sources, they explore how Roosevelt and his advisors attacked his most difficult
rhetorical bind: how to address his fitness for office without invoking his disability. They examine his broad
strategies, as well as the speeches Roosevelt delivered during his political comeback after polio struck, to
understand how he overcame the whispering campaign against him in 1928 and 1932.

The compelling narrative Houck and Kiewe offer here is one of struggle against physical disability and
cultural prejudice by one of our nation's most powerful leaders. Ultimately, it is a story of triumph and
courage—one that reveals a master politician's understanding of the body politic in the most fundamental of
ways.
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From reader reviews:

Mario Berry:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but
if you want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The
particular FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Sylvia Healey:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication), you
may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a publication.

Robert Irizarry:

This FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) is
great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great
manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this
e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Evelyn Ross:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't



see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability (Presidential Rhetoric and
Political Communication) can make you sense more interested to read.
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