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In her innovative new book, Kalpana Ram reflects on the way spirit possession unsettles some of the
foundational assumptions of modernity. What is a human subject under the varied conditions commonly
associated with possession? What kind of subjectivity must already be in place to allow such a
transformation to occur? How does it alter our understanding of memory and emotion if these assail us in the
form of ghosts rather than as attributes of subjective experience? What does it mean to worship deities who
are afflictive and capricious, yet bear an intimate relationship to justice? What is a ""human"" body if it can
be taken over by a whole array of entities? What is agency if people can be ""claimed"" in this manner?
What is gender if, while possessed, a woman is a woman no longer? Drawing on spirit possession among
women and the rich traditions of subaltern religion in Tamil Nadu, South India, Ram concludes that the basis
for constructing an alternative understanding of human agency need not rest on the usual requirements of a
fully present consciousness or on the exercise of choice and planning. Instead of relegating possession,
ghosts, and demons to the domain of the exotic, Ram uses spirit possession to illuminate ordinary
experiences and relationships. In doing so, she uncovers fundamental instabilities that continue to haunt
modern formulations of gender, human agency, and political emancipation. Fertile Disorder interrogates the
modern assumptions about gender, agency, and subjectivity that underlie the social improvement projects
circulating in Tamil Nadu, assumptions that directly shape people's lives. The book pays particular attention
to projects of family planning, development, reform, and emancipation. Combining ethnography with
philosophical argument, Ram fashions alternatives to standard post-modernist and post-structuralist
formulations. Grounded in decades of fieldwork, ambitious and wide ranging, her work is conceived as a
journey that makes incursions into the unfamiliar, then returns us to the familiar. She argues that magic is not
a monopoly of any one culture, historical period, or social formation but inhabits modernity---not only in the
places, such as cinema and sound recording, where it is commonly looked for, but in ""habit"" and in aspects
of everyday life that have been largely overlooked and shunned.
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From reader reviews:

Glenda Rizzo:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Fertile Disorder: Spirit Possession and Its Provocation of the Modern.
Try to the actual book Fertile Disorder: Spirit Possession and Its Provocation of the Modern as your buddy. It
means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in
the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Benjamin Martinez:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Fertile Disorder: Spirit Possession and Its
Provocation of the Modern can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you
have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let me have Fertile Disorder: Spirit Possession and Its Provocation of the Modern.

Andre Smith:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Fertile Disorder: Spirit Possession and Its
Provocation of the Modern was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Fertile
Disorder: Spirit Possession and Its Provocation of the Modern has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Louise Denison:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Fertile Disorder: Spirit Possession and Its Provocation of the Modern when you desired
it?
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