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‘Few could sustain the glance of his eye, at once fiery and penetrating’

Savaged by critics for its supposed profanity and obscenity, and bought in large numbers by readers eager to
see whether it lived up to its lurid reputation, The Monk became a succès de scandale when it was published
in 1796 – not least because its author was a member of parliament and only twenty years old. It recounts the
diabolical decline of Ambrosio, a Capuchin superior, who succumbs first to temptations offered by a young
girl who has entered his monastery disguised as a boy, and continues his descent with increasingly depraved
acts of sorcery, murder, incest and torture. Combining sensationalism with acute psychological insight, this
masterpiece of Gothic fiction is a powerful exploration of how violent and erotic impulses can break through
the barriers of social and moral restraint.

This edition is based on the first edition of 1796, which appeared before Lewis’s revisions to avoid charges
of blasphemy. In his introduction, Christopher MacLachlan discusses the novel’s place within the Gothic
genre, and its themes of sexual desire and the abuse of power.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roberts:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because
just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this The Monk (Penguin Classics) to read.

Sharon Bedgood:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Monk (Penguin Classics) book
since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Virginia Shrader:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent all day every day to reading a book. The book The Monk (Penguin Classics) it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Deidra Hird:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Monk
(Penguin Classics) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good
habit, it is possible to pick The Monk (Penguin Classics) become your starter.
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