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“Behind the plan of exterminating those innocent men whose only sin was to have supported the legitimate
president of Chile, behind the plan of sequestering their bodies so that no one could find their remains, there
was the presumption that the desert would be a place of silence, that the desert was too vast and forbidding to
ever yield its secrets. There was the certainty that the desert would be barren, quiet, as dead as the men who
had been murdered. Those who committed these crimes were wrong.”—from the afterword by Ariel
Dorfman
 
On September 11, 1973, with the backing of the Nixon administration, armed forces led by General Augusto
Pinochet overthrew the socialist government of Chilean president Salvador Allende. Following Pinochet’s
seizure of power, ordinary citizens began to vanish from the cities and villages of Chile. This process became
known as “disappearing”—the abduction of people from their homes, places of work and universities—never
to be seen again.
         
One month after the coup, a contingent of soldiers boarded a military helicopter and embarked on a mission
later called the “Caravan of Death.” On October 19, the soldiers made their final stop, in Calama, where
twenty-six men were executed, their bodies buried in a secret desert grave. In all, the Caravan murdered a
total of seventy-five people from five different cities.
         
During the first few years after the disappearances, many of the wives, mothers, sisters, daughters, and
grandmothers of the men of Calama met secretly. Frustrated by officials’ unwillingness to provide
information about their loved ones, the women set out to find the bodies themselves. For seventeen years
they searched the Atacama Desert, the driest place on Earth, digging with shovels under a scorching sun,
until they finally found the mass grave containing the crushed remains of their relatives.
         
Paula Allen’s mesmerizing black and white photographs capture the courageous story of these women. The
images reveal an overwhelming love, a heartrending sadness, and an unspeakable commitment to the search
for the truth. Flowers in the Desert puts a human face on this dark period of history that affected not only
Chile but much of Latin America and the world.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Smith:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared
as the daily resource information.

Heather Robertson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of
them is this Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared.

Michael Brown:

Exactly why? Because this Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Amanda Bernard:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared
was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Flowers in the Desert: The Search
for Chile's Disappeared has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try
to like reading that will.
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