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From 1955 to 1958, in the midst of television's most dynamic growth as an industry, big-money quiz shows
with names like "The $64,000 Question" and "Twenty-one" ruled prime time television. Some 50 million
viewers watched as contestantsÐÐincluding celebrities like Charles Van Doren, Dr. Joyce Brothers, Patty
Duke, and Xavier CugatÐÐreturned week after week to roll up huge winnings on live broadcasts answering
difficult questions that seemed to require unusual knowledge.

In the summer of 1958, a young actor came into the office of the Manhattan District Attorney to complain
that a minor daytime quiz show called "Dotto" was fixed. Joseph Stone, an assistant district attorney and a
specialist in commercial and consumer fraud, had never heard of anything like it and dismissed the
complainant as a crank, until bits of the story appeared in a newspaperÐÐand "Dotto" was taken off the air.
This encouraged other whistle-blowers to go public with allegations concerning two prime-time quiz shows;
within days, television was rocked by the greatest scandal in its history.

Prime Time and Misdemeanors is a complete, first-hand account of the TV quiz rigging affair, from Joseph
Stone's unique perspectiveÐÐthrough two grand jury probes directed by Stone, circus-like congressional
hearings (highlighted by the confession of Charles Van Doren, the biggest celebrity created by the quiz
shows), and the eventual prosecution of Van Doren and a score of others for perjury. Stone not only exposes
the roles and motives of the creators, packagers, advertising agencies, sponsors, producers, and lawyers who
participated in the cover-up during the investigation, he also unravels one of the great mysteries of the affair:
Why did the individual contestants, who had done nothing illegal and had nothing to gain from such
deception, perjure themselves?

This fascinating tale is drawn from Stone's memories, notes and records in his possession, and original
research on many aspects of quiz show rigging which eluded scrutiny by the press and congressional
investigators. It rescues from obscurity an affair which, in the shadow of the Iran-Contra affair, Watergate,
and other great political scandals of subsequent decades, has been inaccurately viewed as a trivial episode in
the self-absorbed, "innocent" era evoked by the popular concept of "the 1950s."
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Wilson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Prime Time and
Misdemeanors: Investigating the 1950s TV Quiz Scandal A D.A.'s Account. All type of book could you see
on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Geraldine Dube:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Prime Time and Misdemeanors: Investigating the 1950s TV Quiz Scandal A D.A.'s Account
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then
become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Prime Time and
Misdemeanors: Investigating the 1950s TV Quiz Scandal A D.A.'s Account giving you one more experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Edward Stevenson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find
publication that need more time to be go through. Prime Time and Misdemeanors: Investigating the 1950s
TV Quiz Scandal A D.A.'s Account can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those
short free time problems.

Lucille Yang:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This guide Prime Time and Misdemeanors: Investigating the 1950s TV Quiz
Scandal A D.A.'s Account was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book you wanted.
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