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‘And so the Cid rode out of the gates of history — and into legend.’

Charlton Heston's epic film of 1961 captured some of the magic and romance of eleventh century Spain and
added immeasurably to the legend. The bone-crunching jousts for the city of Calahorra; the blighted love for
Jimena; the dead Cid still riding out against his enemies, the Moors of Africa—it al captivated a generation.

But how much of it was true? Rodrigo Diaz from Bivar in Castile never lost a battle in the dozens that he
fought. Some men branded him atraitor and a mercenary because he fought for Christian and Moslem alike,
a self-serving warlord who fought for pay. Others saw him as a Christian knight, a crusader bent on winning
Spain back from Islam.

Dozens of legends have grown up around the man and later generations have hi-jacked him for their own
purposes. He became a symbol of nationalism to General Franco’s Fascists during the Spanish Civil War in
the 1930s, and there are statues to him as far away as New Y ork. He was aking's champion and lived at a
time when men’ s lives were nasty, brutish and short. *But no one ever,” as Heston’sfilm'’s publicity said,
‘was quite like him.’

In this gripping narrative, historian and crime writer M.J. Trow goes beyond the legends to the complex and
fascinating realpolitik of the eleventh century world, as vibrant as our own is today.
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From reader reviews:
Cary Burgess:

Now aday those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this El Cid: The Making of a Legend book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Robin Blakely:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the El Cid: The Making of aLegend is kind of book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Rosa Crowe:

This book untitled EI Cid: The Making of a Legend to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Rebecca West:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. El Cid: The Making of aLegend can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by you who have those short time problems.
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