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This remarkable book is the most ambitious work on mythology since that of the renowned Mircea Eliade,
who all but single-handedly invented the modern study of myth and religion. Focusing on the oldest
available texts, buttressed by data from archeology, comparative linguistics and human population genetics,
Michael Witzel reconstructs a single original African source for our collective myths, dating back some
100,000 years. Identifying features shared by this "Out of Africa" mythology and its northern Eurasian
offshoots, Witzel suggests that these common myths-recounted by the communities of the "African Eve"-are
the earliest evidence of ancient spirituality. Moreover these common features, Witzel shows, survive today in
all major religions. Witzel's book is an intellectual hand grenade that will doubtless generate considerable
excitement-and consternation-in the scholarly community. Indeed, everyone interested in mythology will
want to grapple with Witzel's extraordinary hypothesis about the spirituality of our common ancestors, and to
understand what it tells us about our modern cultures and the way they are linked at the deepest level.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Collins:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Origins of the World's
Mythologies book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Mamie Shaw:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Origins of the World's Mythologies the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just
before. The The Origins of the World's Mythologies giving you another experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Margaret Boyer:

This The Origins of the World's Mythologies is completely new way for you who has attention to look for
some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Origins of the World's Mythologies can
be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any
in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Robert Shaw:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book The Origins of the World's Mythologies we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The Origins of the
World's Mythologies. You can more inviting than now.
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