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The death and devastation wrought by the tsunami in South Asia, Hurricane Katrina in the Gulf states, the
earthquake in Pakistan, the mudslides in the Philippines, the tornadoes in the American Midwest, another
earthquake in Indonesia-these are only the most recent acts of God to cause people of faith to question God's
role in the physical universe. Volcanic eruptions, wildfires, epidemics, floods, blizzards, droughts,
hailstorms, and famines can all raise the same questions: Can God intervene in natural events to prevent
death, injury, sickness, and suffering? If so, why does God not act? If not, is God truly the All-Loving, All-
Powerful, and All-Present Being that many religions proclaim? Grappling with such questions has always
been an essential component of religion, and different faiths have arrived at wildly different answers.

To explore various religious explanations of the tragedies inflicted by nature, author Gary Stern has
interviewed 43 prominent religious leaders across the religious spectrum, among them Rabbi Harold
Kushner, author of When Bad Things Happen to Good People; Father Benedict Groeschel, author of Arise
from Darkness; The Rev. James Rowe Adams, founder of the Center for Progressive Christianity; Kenneth
R. Samples, vice president of Reason to Believe; Dr. James Cone, the legendary African American
theologian; Tony Campolo, founder of the Evangelical Association for the Promotion of Education; Dr.
Sayyid Syeed, general secretary of the Islamic Society of North America; Imam Yahya Hendi, the first
Muslim chaplain at Georgetown University; Dr. Arvind Sharma, one of the world's leading Hindu scholars;
Robert A. F. Thurman, the first American to be ordained a Tibetan Buddhist monk; David Silverman, the
national spokesman for American Atheists; and others?rabbis, priests, imams, monks, storefront ministers,
itinerant holy people, professors, and chaplains?Jews, Roman Catholics, mainline Protestants, evangelical
Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and Atheists-people of belief, and people of nonbelief, too.

Stern asked each of them probing questions about what their religion teaches and what their faith professes
regarding the presence of tragedy. Some feel that the forces of nature are simply impersonal, and some
believe that God is omniscient but not omnipotent. Some claim that nature is ultimately destructive because
of Original Sin, some assert that the victims of natural disasters are sinners who deserve to die, and some
explain that natural disasters are the result of individual and collective karma. Still others profess that God
causes suffering in order to test and purify the victims. Stern, an award-winning religion journalist, has
extensive experience in this type of analytical journalism. The result is a work that probes and challenges
real people's beliefs about a subject that, unfortunately, touches everyone's life.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Nelson:

Here thing why this particular Can God Intervene?: How Religion Explains Natural Disasters are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Can God Intervene?: How Religion Explains Natural Disasters
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book
that similar with Can God Intervene?: How Religion Explains Natural Disasters. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which
is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Can God Intervene?: How Religion Explains Natural Disasters in e-book can be your option.

Alicia Hendrickson:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Can God Intervene?: How
Religion Explains Natural Disasters is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Deanna Stewart:

You can get this Can God Intervene?: How Religion Explains Natural Disasters by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for
you.

Deanna Jackson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Can God Intervene?: How Religion Explains Natural Disasters can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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