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Throughout the twentieth century, pop songs, magazine articles, plays, posters, and novels in the United
States represented intelligence alternately as empowering or threatening. In Inventing the Egghead, cultural
historian Aaron Lecklider offers a sharp, entertaining narrative of these sources to reveal how Americans
who were not part of the traditional intellectual class negotiated the complicated politics of intelligence
within an accelerating mass culture.
 
Central to the book is the concept of brainpower--a term used by Lecklider to capture the ways in which
journalists, writers, artists, and others invoked intelligence to embolden the majority of Americans who did
not have access to institutions of higher learning. Expressions of brainpower, Lecklider argues, challenged
the deeply embedded assumptions in society that intellectual capacity was the province of an educated elite,
and that the working class was unreservedly anti-intellectual. Amid changes in work, leisure, and domestic
life, brainpower became a means for social transformation in the modern United States. The concept thus
provides an exciting vantage point from which to make fresh assessments of ongoing debates over
intelligence and access to quality education. 
 
Expressions of brainpower in the twentieth century engendered an uncomfortable paradox: they diminished
the value of intellectuals (the hapless egghead, for example) while establishing claims to intellectual
authority among ordinary women and men, including labor activists, women workers, and African
Americans. Reading across historical, literary, and visual media, Lecklider mines popular culture as an arena
where the brainpower of ordinary people was commonly invoked and frequently contested.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Knight:

The book Inventing the Egghead: The Battle over Brainpower in American Culture make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Inventing the Egghead: The Battle over Brainpower in American Culture being your habit, you can get
a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like open and read a publication Inventing the Egghead: The Battle over
Brainpower in American Culture. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Harriett Costello:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Inventing the
Egghead: The Battle over Brainpower in American Culture, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Helen Albertson:

The e-book untitled Inventing the Egghead: The Battle over Brainpower in American Culture is the reserve
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a
person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Inventing the
Egghead: The Battle over Brainpower in American Culture from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Deidra Hird:

The particular book Inventing the Egghead: The Battle over Brainpower in American Culture has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.
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