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The history of England, like the land and its people, has been specially insular, and yet no land has
undergone deeper influences from without. No land has owed more than England to the personal action of
men not of native birth. Britain was truly called another world, in opposition to the world of the European
mainland, the world of Rome. In every age the history of Britain isthe history of anidand, of anisland great
enough to form aworld of itself. In speaking of Celts or Teutonsin Britain, we are speaking, not smply of
Celts and Teutons, but of Celts and Teutons parted from their kinsfolk on the mainland, and brought under
the common influences of an island world. The land has seen severa settlements from outside, but the
settlers have always been brought under the spell of their insular position. Whenever settlement has not
meant displacement, the new comers have been assimilated by the existing people of the land. When it has
meant displacement, they have still become islanders, marked off from those whom they left behind by
characteristics which were the direct result of settlement in an island world.

The history of Britain then, and specially the history of England, has been largely a history of
elements absorbed and assimilated from without. But each of those elements has done somewhat to modify
the massinto which it was absorbed. The English land and nation are not as they might have been if they
had never in later times absorbed the Fleming, the French Huguenot, the German Palatine. Still less are they
as they might have been, if they had not in earlier times absorbed the greater elements of the Dane and the
Norman. Both were assimilated; but both modified the character and destiny of the people into whose
substance they were absorbed. The conquerors from Normandy were silently and peacefully lost in the
greater mass of the English people; still we can never be as if the Norman had never come among us. We
ever bear about us the signs of his presence. Our colonists have carried those signs with them into distant
|ands, to remind men that settlersin America and Australia came from aland which the Norman once
entered as a conqueror. But that those signs of his presence hold the place which they do hold in our mixed
political being, that, badges of conquest asthey are, no one feels them to be badges of conquest—all this
comes of the fact that, if the Norman came as a conqueror, he came as a conqueror of a special, perhaps
amost of an unique kind. The Norman Conquest of England has, in its nature and in its results, no exact
paralel in history. And that it has no exact paralel in history islargely owing to the character and position
of the man who wrought it. That the history of England for the last eight hundred years has been what it has
been has largely come of the personal character of asingle man. That we are what we are to this day largely
comes of the fact that there was a moment when our national destiny might be said to hang on the will of a
single man, and that that man was William, surnamed at different stages of his life and memory, the Bastard,
the Congueror, and the Great...
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From reader reviews:
Belinda Kirwin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled William the Conqueror. Try to stumble through book William the
Conqueror as your pal. It meansthat it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So, let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Delor es Saenz:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time
to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do?
Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their can do
that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
jardin de infancia until university need that William the Congueror to read.

CoraBlanchette;

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular William the
Conqueror is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Raymond Crandall:

Typically the book William the Congueror has alot associated with on it. So when you read this book you
can get alot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this
book.
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