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In the nineteenth century, Alexis de Tocqueville suggested that the poetry of the new American democratic
state, free from the staggering weight of centuries of European aristocracy and tradition, would focus on
"man alone... his passions, his doubts, his rare properties and inconceivable wretchedness."

For hundreds of years, American poets have presented their various images of the land and its people. But
what is "American poetry?" Is there truly such a thing as an American poetic tradition, spanning over nearly
four centuries from colonial times to the turn of the millennium? In The Columbia Anthology of American
Poetry, Jay Parini, a respected American poet and critic in his own right, offers an authoritative survey of the
elusive category that is the poetry of the American people.

The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry covers all of the canonical American poets, from the colonial
to the contemporary-Anne Bradstreet, Walt Whitman, T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, and Adrienne Rich are all
included.

But Parini has also selected a broad sampling of poetry from voices that have been heard as widely over the
years. Here, for the first time, is a thorough collection of nineteenth- and twentieth-century poetry by
women, Native American, and African Americans. Within these pages readers will find the many different
traditions that make up the expansive collage of American poetry. Here are the Transcendentalists-Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller, and Henry David Thoreau; and the Imagists-William Carlos Williams,
Amy Lowell, H.D., and Carl Sandburg.

Readers will discover also the early twentieth-century movement of African-American poetic expression,
known as the Harlem Renaissance-James Weldon Johnson, Countee Cullen, Gwendolyn Bennett, and
Langston Hughes are all solidly represented in The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry.

Jay Parini's introduction deftly guides us into the rich tradition of poetry in our country. Whether in search of
a well-known classic or a poem that is not yet considered part of the American poetic tradition, readers will
find much to enjoy in The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Dillon:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible The
Columbia Anthology of American Poetry? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Marsha Young:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this The Columbia Anthology of American
Poetry to read.

Rose Duprey:

The ability that you get from The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry is the more deep you searching
the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to recognise but The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that The Columbia Anthology of
American Poetry instantly.

Barbara Norwood:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Columbia Anthology of American
Poetry can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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