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In this book, prizewinning novelist and popular creative writing instructor Douglas Bauer (The Book of
Famous Iowans) shares the secrets of his trade. Talent, as Bauer acknowledges, is the most crucial element
for a writer and cannot be taught. But without a regular habit of work, and a perseverance of effort, no
amount of talent can come forward and be recognized. His lively and candid essays on subjects critical to the
fiction writer’s success demystify the essential elements of fiction writing, how they work, and work
together.
 
Bauer’s focus is on the building blocks of successful fiction: dialogue (the intimate relationship between
characters talking and the eavesdropping reader), characters (the virtues of creating fictional characters that
are both splendidly flawed and sympathetic), and dramatic events (ways to create moments that produce an
emotional and psychological impact).  There are also chapters on crafting effective openings and memorable
closings of stories and on the vital presence of sentiment in fiction versus the ruinous effect of
sentimentality. By assuming the point of view of someone at the task, engaged with the work, inside the
effort to bring an invented world to life, The Stuff of Fiction speaks to writers of all ages in a pleasurable yet
practical voice.  
Douglas Bauer is the author of three novels, Dexterity, The Very Air, and The Book of Famous Iowans, and
one book of nonfiction, Prairie City, Iowa.  He is also a core faculty member with the MFA Program at
Bennington College and has received a National Endowment for the Arts grant, a Massachusetts Artists
Foundation grant, and two Harvard Danforth Excellence in Teaching Citations.
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From reader reviews:

William Grimm:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Stuff of Fiction: Advice on Craft. You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book The
Stuff of Fiction: Advice on Craft. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign
or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era,
we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jessica Peacock:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Stuff of Fiction: Advice on Craft as the
daily resource information.

Jennifer Garza:

The Stuff of Fiction: Advice on Craft can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Stuff of Fiction: Advice on Craft although
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial
pondering.

Kim Heflin:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Stuff of Fiction: Advice on Craft can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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