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This sweeping history of twentieth-century America follows the changing and often conflicting ideas about
the fundamental nature of American society: Is the United States a social melting pot, as our civic creed
warrants, or is full citizenship somehow reserved for those who are white and of the "right" ancestry? Gary
Gerstle traces the forces of civic and racial nationalism, arguing that both profoundly shaped our society.

After Theodore Roosevelt led his Rough Riders to victory during the Spanish American War, he boasted of
the diversity of his men's origins- from the Kentucky backwoods to the Irish, Italian, and Jewish
neighborhoods of northeastern cities. Roosevelt's vision of a hybrid and superior "American race,"
strengthened by war, would inspire the social, diplomatic, and economic policies of American liberals for
decades. And yet, for all of its appeal to the civic principles of inclusion, this liberal legacy was grounded in
"Anglo-Saxon" culture, making it difficult in particular for Jews and Italians and especially for Asians and
African Americans to gain acceptance.

Gerstle weaves a compelling story of events, institutions, and ideas that played on perceptions of
ethnic/racial difference, from the world wars and the labor movement to the New Deal and Hollywood to the
Cold War and the civil rights movement. We witness the remnants of racial thinking among such liberals as
FDR and LBJ; we see how Italians and Jews from Frank Capra to the creators of Superman perpetuated the
New Deal philosophy while suppressing their own ethnicity; we feel the frustrations of African-American
servicemen denied the opportunity to fight for their country and the moral outrage of more recent black
activists, including Martin Luther King, Jr., Fannie Lou Hamer, and Malcolm X.

Gerstle argues that the civil rights movement and Vietnam broke the liberal nation apart, and his analysis of
this upheaval leads him to assess Reagan's and Clinton's attempts to resurrect nationalism. Can the United
States ever live up to its civic creed? For anyone who views racism as an aberration from the liberal premises
of the republic, this book is must reading.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hester:

The feeling that you get from American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century is the more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular American Crucible: Race and
Nation in the Twentieth Century instantly.

Dorothea Profitt:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century this book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Sylvia Medina:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century was filled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.

David Baxter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually American Crucible: Race and



Nation in the Twentieth Century.
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