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As rancorous debates over Confederate symbols continue, Robert Bonner explores how the rebel flag gained
its enormous power to inspire and repel. In the process, he shows how the Confederacy sustained itself for as
long as it did by cultivating the allegiances of countless ordinary citizens. Bonner also comments more
broadly on flag passions--those intense emotional reactions to waving pieces of cloth that inflame patriots to
kill and die.

Colors and Blood depicts a pervasive flag culture that set the emotional tone of the Civil War in the Union as
well as the Confederacy. Northerners and southerners alike devoted incredible energy to flags, but the
Confederate project was unique in creating a set of national symbols from scratch. In describing the activities
of white southerners who designed, sewed, celebrated, sang about, and bled for their new country's most
visible symbols, the book charts the emergence of Confederate nationalism. Theatrical flag performances
that cast secession in a melodramatic mode both amplified and contained patriotic emotions, contributing to
a flag-centered popular patriotism that motivated true believers to defy and sacrifice. This wartime flag
culture nourished Confederate nationalism for four years, but flags' martial associations ultimately eclipsed
their expression of political independence. After 1865, conquered banners evoked valor and heroism while
obscuring the ideology of a slaveholders' rebellion, and white southerners recast the totems of Confederate
nationalism as relics of the Lost Cause.

At the heart of this story is the tremendous capacity of bloodshed to infuse symbols with emotional power.
Confederate flag culture, black southerners' charged relationship to the Stars and Stripes, contemporary
efforts to banish the Southern Cross, and arguments over burning the Star Spangled Banner have this in
common: all demonstrate Americans' passionate relationship with symbols that have been imaginatively
soaked in blood.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Colors and Blood: Flag Passions of the Confederate South as
your daily resource information.

Frances Williamson:

This Colors and Blood: Flag Passions of the Confederate South is great guide for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Colors and Blood: Flag Passions of the Confederate South in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Cameron Keller:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books.
Among the books in the top record in your reading list is actually Colors and Blood: Flag Passions of the
Confederate South. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Madeline Williams:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Colors and Blood: Flag Passions of the
Confederate South to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling
about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and study
it. Beside that the publication Colors and Blood: Flag Passions of the Confederate South can to be your brand
new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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