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Life on a Rocky Farm couples Lucas C. Barger's (1866-1939) eye for detail with a folksy, anecdotal style to
give us a remarkable and memorable depiction of both the traditional ways of farm life, and the challenges
the farmers faced as the times changed. Previously unpublished, Barger's first-hand account of farm life near
New York City begins in the late nineteenth century. Little had changed for well over a century in the hilly
and rugged terrain of Putnam Valley, where Lucas grew up as a member of the sixth generation of Barger
farmers. But as the nineteenth century gave way to the twentieth, industrialization and mechanization
decreased the demand for farm labor and farmers had to come up with alternate ways to make money.

For a long time, supplemental income came from varied means such as beekeeping and using the local forest
resources to provide railroad ties, ship timber, and barrel hoops. Wealthy summer boarders from New York
City also provided some extra income, but despite the short distance, transportation remained arduous, and
population growth did not occur until high improvements were made in the 1930s.

Peter A. Rogerson's transcription reflects the flavor of Barger's original writing, as Barger himself said when
he was first attempting to publish back in 1939, "I read something along back, that a publisher wrote, and he
said, 'Do not change your style.' He claimed the style was sometimes the best part. And I guess that is what
you are getting at. If you can call my scribbling a style, and you think it 'odd' use it any way you like. For my
main intentions were to write an odd book as I told you once before."

"Life on a Rocky Farm offers a glimpse into rural life in a hilly, resource-poor section of New York State.
The place is remarkably close to New York City, yet there is little hint of city influence felt there. That a
poor, backwoods lifestyle could exist so close to the great metropolis, for so long, is interesting in and of
itself." -- John C. Hudson, author of Chicago: A Geography of the City and Its Region

Peter A. Rogerson is Distinguished Professor of Geography at the University at Buffalo, State University of
New York. He is the author of several books, including Statistical Methods for Geography: A Student's
Guide. He lives in Amherst, New York.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

The guide with title Life on a Rocky Farm: Rural Life near New York City in the Late Nineteenth Century
includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book
exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book
will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

John Mullen:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for your
requirements is Life on a Rocky Farm: Rural Life near New York City in the Late Nineteenth Century this
reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Omar Yoder:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Life on a Rocky Farm: Rural Life near New York
City in the Late Nineteenth Century can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book
you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Life
on a Rocky Farm: Rural Life near New York City in the Late Nineteenth Century.

Patricia Trevino:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Life on a Rocky Farm: Rural Life near New
York City in the Late Nineteenth Century to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and study it. Beside that the publication Life on a Rocky Farm: Rural Life near New York
City in the Late Nineteenth Century can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what



must you're doing of this time.
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