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Britain’s Special Operations Executive (SOE), which conducted sabotage campaigns and supported
resistance movements in Axis-occupied Europe and in Asia, is often described as Winston Churchill’s
brainchild. But as A. R. B. Linderman reveals in this engrossing history, the real genius behind Britain’s
clandestine warriors was Colin Gubbins, a British officer who forged the SOE by drawing on lessons learned
in irregular conflicts around the world. Following Gubbins through operations he studied and participated in,
Linderman maps the evolution of the SOE from its origins to its doctrine to its becoming a critical institution.
Part biography, part intellectual and organizational history, Rediscovering Irregular Warfare is the first book
to explore the origins of a substantial force in the Allies’ victory in World War II.

Although popular history holds that Britain entered World War II with no prior knowledge of or experience
with underground warfare, Rediscovering Irregular Warfare tells us otherwise. Linderman finds ample
precedent in the clearly documented work of Gubbins and his fellow clandestine organizers. He traces
Gubbins’s career from 1914 through World War I and such irregular conflicts as the Allied intervention in
Russia, the Irish Revolution, and conflicts in British India. To these firsthand experiences, Gubbins added the
insights of colleagues who had served with him and in Iraq, as well as what he learned from the Second
Anglo-Boer War, the Arab Revolt led by T. E. Lawrence, the German guerrilla war in East Africa, the revolt
in Palestine between the world wars, the Spanish Civil War, and the Second Sino-Japanese War. The two
booklets that Gubbins wrote based on his accumulated knowledge offered the first synthesis of British
unconventional warfare doctrine: practical guides that emphasized the centrality of local populations; the
collection, protection, and use of intelligence; the necessity of cooperating with conventional forces; and the
use of speed, surprise, and escape in ambush operations. In 1940, when Gubbins joined the newly created
SOE, the experience and know-how codified in his guides formed the basis of Britain’s approach to irregular
warfare.

The history of the SOE’s doctrinal origins is Colin Gubbins’s story. By telling that story, Rediscovering
Irregular Warfare amplifies and clarifies our understanding of the Second World War—and of doctrines of
unconventional warfare in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Jackson Cabrera:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin Gubbins and
the Origins of Britain's Special Operations Executive (Campaigns and Commanders Series) will make you to
become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you
think this open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Carlos Reese:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin Gubbins
and the Origins of Britain's Special Operations Executive (Campaigns and Commanders Series) had been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The publication Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin Gubbins and the Origins of
Britain's Special Operations Executive (Campaigns and Commanders Series) is not only giving you much
more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Rediscovering Irregular
Warfare: Colin Gubbins and the Origins of Britain's Special Operations Executive (Campaigns and
Commanders Series). You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Goldie Oleary:

You can find this Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin Gubbins and the Origins of Britain's Special
Operations Executive (Campaigns and Commanders Series) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through
e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Lauren Zavala:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book
Rediscovering Irregular Warfare: Colin Gubbins and the Origins of Britain's Special Operations Executive
(Campaigns and Commanders Series). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the



printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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