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At a public picnic in the South in the 1890s, a young man paid five cents for his first chance to hear the
revolutionary Edison talking machine. He eagerly listened as the soundman placed the needle down, only to
find that through the tubes he held to his ears came the chilling sounds of a lynching. In this story, with its
blend of new technology and old hatreds, genteel picnic and mob violence, Edward Ayers captures the
history of the South in the years between Reconstruction and the turn of the century--a combination of
progress and reaction that defined the contradictory promise of the New South.
Ranging from the Georgia coast to the Tennessee mountains, from the power brokers to tenant farmers,
Ayers depicts a land of startling contrasts--a time of progress and repression, of new industries and old ways.
Ayers takes us from remote Southern towns, revolutionized by the spread of the railroads, to the statehouses
where Democratic "Redeemers" swept away the legacy of Reconstruction; from the small farmers, trapped
into growing nothing but cotton, to the new industries of Birmingham; from abuse and intimacy in the family
to tumultuous public meetings of the prohibitionists. He explores every aspect of society, politics, and the
economy, detailing the importance of each in the emerging New South. Here is the local Baptist
congregation, the country store, the tobacco-stained second-class railroad car, the rise of Populism: the
teeming, nineteenth-century South comes to life in these pages. And central to the entire story is the role of
race relations, from alliances and friendships between blacks and whites to the spread of Jim Crow laws and
disenfranchisement. Ayers weaves all these details into the contradictory story of the New South, showing
how the region developed the patterns it was to follow for the next fifty years.
When Edward Ayers published Vengeance and Justice, a landmark study of crime and punishment in the
nineteenth-century South, he received wide acclaim. Now he provides an unforgettable account of the New
South--a land with one foot in the future and the other in the past.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Elam:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction can be
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Aaron Martinez:

This The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction is great publication for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The
Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small
right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt this?

Peggy Dunn:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Promise of the New South: Life After
Reconstruction is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Lawrence Pomerleau:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction we can take more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book The Promise of the
New South: Life After Reconstruction. You can more pleasing than now.
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