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A magisterial work of gripping history, "City of Fortune" tells the story of the Venetian ascent from lagoon
dwellers to the greatest power in the Mediterranean - an epic five hundred year voyage that encompassed
crusade and trade, plague, sea battles and colonial adventure. In Venice, the path to empire unfolded in a
series of extraordinary contests - the sacking of Constantinople in 1204, the fight to the finish with Genoa
and a desperate defence against the Turks. Under the lion banner of St Mark, she created an empire of ports
and naval bases which funnelled the goods of the world through its wharfs. In the process the city became
the richest place on earth - a brilliant mosaic fashioned from what it bought, traded, borrowed and stole.
Based on first hand accounts of trade and warfare, seafaring and piracy and the places where Venetians
sailed and died, "City of Fortune" is narrative history at its finest. Beginning on Ascension Day in the year
1000 and ending with an explosion off the coast of Greece - and the calamitous news that the Portuguese had
pioneered a sea route to India - it will fascinate anyone who loves Venice and the Mediterranean world.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Henderson:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval
Empire. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important any book City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Gwen Dawes:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book City of Fortune: How
Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Eric Kyler:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for all of us. The book City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval
Empire had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
is very advantages for you. The publication City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire is
not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book City of
Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire. You never sense lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Wayne McKnight:

This City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire usually are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a
Naval Empire can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.
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