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Based on her experiences as a stripper in a city she calls Laurelton—a southeastern city renowned for its
strip clubs—anthropologist Katherine Frank provides a fascinating insider’s account of the personal and
cultural fantasies motivating male heterosexual strip club "regulars." Given that all of the clubs where she
worked prohibited physical contact between the exotic dancers and their customers, in G-Strings and
Sympathy Frank asks what—if not sex or even touching—the repeat customers were purchasing from the
clubs and from the dancers. She finds that the clubs provide an intermediate space—not work, not
home—where men can enjoyably experience their bodies and selves through conversation, fantasy, and
ritualized voyeurism. At the same time, she shows how the dynamics of male pleasure and privilege in strip
clubs are intertwined with ideas about what it means to be a man in contemporary America.

Frank’s ethnography draws on her work as an exotic dancer in five clubs, as well as on her interviews with
over thirty regular customers—middle-class men in their late-twenties to mid-fifties. Reflecting on the
customers’ dual desires for intimacy and visibility, she explores their paradoxical longings for "authentic"
interactions with the dancers, the ways these aspirations are expressed within the highly controlled and
regulated strip clubs, and how they relate to beliefs and fantasies about social class and gender. She considers
how regular visits to strip clubs are not necessarily antithetical to marriage or long-term heterosexual
relationships, but are based on particular beliefs about marriage and monogamy that make these clubs
desirable venues. Looking at the relative "classiness" of the clubs where she worked—ranging from the
city’s most prestigious clubs to some of its dive bars—she reveals how the clubs are differentiated by
reputations, dress codes, cover charges, locations, and clientele, and describes how these distinctions become
meaningful and erotic for the customers. Interspersed throughout the book are three fictional interludes that
provide an intimate look at Frank’s experiences as a stripper—from the outfits to the gestures, conversations,
management, coworkers, and, of course, the customers.

Focusing on the experiences of the male clients, rather than those of the female sex workers, G-Strings and
Sympathy provides a nuanced, lively, and tantalizing account of the stigmatized world of strip clubs.
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From reader reviews:

John Beaulieu:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This G-Strings and Sympathy: Strip Club Regulars and Male Desire book is
readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with G-Strings and Sympathy: Strip Club Regulars and Male Desire content conveys prospect
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking G-Strings and Sympathy: Strip Club Regulars
and Male Desire is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Diane Russel:

G-Strings and Sympathy: Strip Club Regulars and Male Desire can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing G-
Strings and Sympathy: Strip Club Regulars and Male Desire but doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Clarence Williams:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
G-Strings and Sympathy: Strip Club Regulars and Male Desire offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.

Carmine Caulfield:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually G-Strings
and Sympathy: Strip Club Regulars and Male Desire.
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