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Did you know that fatal gun mishaps have been so common in America that for centuries, newspapers
carried regular columns reporting on “melancholy accidents”?

It came as a surprising discovery when, while conducting research that involved reading colonial-era
newspapers, acclaimed writer Peter Manseau stumbled upon one report after another of “melancholy
accidents”—instances of local people accidentally discharging firearms to disastrous results.

Usually, they were brief items, with the concision of dark poetry—hunting accidents, neighbor shooting
neighbor, father shooting son. Dark as they were, they were also often bizarre and fascinating—such as the
case of one farmer who, trying out his new musket, shot it at his barn, hitting a door hinge that split the
musket ball in two, with each half ricochetting off to hit a different, distant person, each of whom was a
doctor.

In Melancholy Accidents, Manseau collects and annotates a wide-ranging assortment of these woebegone
and oddly intimate reports, with numerous illustrations, photos, and visuals from original period newspapers.
It makes for a wholly unique contribution to the ongoing consideration of—and the recent heated discussion
about—the historic place of firearms in American society.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Torres:

Within other case, little people like to read book Melancholy Accidents: Three Centuries of Stray Bullets and
Bad Luck. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book Melancholy Accidents: Three Centuries of Stray Bullets and Bad Luck. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget.
It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Frank Hudson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Melancholy Accidents: Three Centuries of Stray Bullets
and Bad Luck has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Melancholy Accidents: Three Centuries
of Stray Bullets and Bad Luck is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book Melancholy Accidents: Three Centuries of Stray Bullets and Bad Luck.
You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Johnson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Melancholy Accidents:
Three Centuries of Stray Bullets and Bad Luck is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Glenn Connelly:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity
honestly, that is look different you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book
you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book Melancholy Accidents: Three
Centuries of Stray Bullets and Bad Luck it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space



to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.
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