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In 1965, an impoverished elderly woman was found dead in Nice, France. Her death marked the end of an
era; she was the last of the great courtesans. Known as La Belle Otero, she was a volcanic Spanish beauty
whose patrons included Kaiser Wilhelm II, the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII) and Grand Duke
Nicholas of Russia. She accumulated an enormous fortune, but gambled it all away. Scarlet Women tells her
story and many more, including:

Marie Duplessis, who inspired characters by both Dumas and Verdi;
Clara Ward, a rare American courtesan who hunted for a European aristocrat, but having married a Belgian
prince, ran away with a gypsy violinist;
Ninon de L'Enclos, who was offered 50,000 crowns by Cardinal Richelieu for one night. Money left in her
will paid for Voltaire's education.

Courtesans were an elite group of talented, professional mistresses. The most successful became wealthy and
famous in their own right. While they led charmed lives, they occupied a curious position: they enjoyed
freedom and political power unknown to most women, but they were ostracised by polite society. From the
hetaerae of ancient Greece to the cortigiani onesti of 16th century Venice, the oiran of Edo-period Japan to
the demimondaines of 19th century France, this captivating book--perfect for readers of A Treasury of Royal
Scandals--uncovers the rich, colorful lives of these women who dared to pursue fortunes outside their
societies' norms.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Taylor:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Scarlet Women:
The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses suitable to you? The book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of
Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistressesis the one of several books in which everyone read now. That
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Jeremy Smith:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Scarlet Women: The Scandalous
Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Scarlet
Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses become your starter.

Kenneth Grimes:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives
of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lois Hutter:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses can make you
feel more interested to read.
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