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The Yoru?ba? was one of the most important civilizations of sub-Saharan Africa. While the high quality and
range of its artistic and material production have long been recognized, the art of the Yoru?ba? has been
judged primarily according to the standards and principles of Western aesthetics. In this book, which merges
the methods of art history, archaeology, and anthropology, Rowland Abi?o??du?n offers new insights into
Yoru?ba? art and material culture by examining them within the context of the civilization's cultural norms
and values and, above all, the Yoru?ba? language. He begins by establishing the importance of the concepts
of ori?ki?, the verbal and visual performances that animate ritual and domestic objects, such as cloth,
sculpture, and dance; and a?s?e?, the energy that structures existence and that transforms and controls the
physical world. Both concepts served as the guiding principles of Yoru?ba? artistic production. Through
analyses of representative objects, Abi?o??du?n demonstrates how material culture expresses the key
philosophical notions at the heart of the Yoru?ba? worldview. Abi?o??du?n draws on his fluency and
prodigious knowledge of Yoru?ba? culture and language to dramatically enrich our understanding of
Yoru?ba? civilization and its arts. The book includes a companion website with audio clips of the Yoruba
language, helping the reader better grasp the integral connection between art and language in Yoruba culture.
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From reader reviews:

Reva Morison:

The book Yoruba Art and Language: Seeking the African in African Art can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Yoruba
Art and Language: Seeking the African in African Art? Several of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Yoruba Art and Language: Seeking the African in African Art has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Clarence Danner:

The ability that you get from Yoruba Art and Language: Seeking the African in African Art is the more deep
you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but Yoruba Art and Language: Seeking the African in African Art
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
particular Yoruba Art and Language: Seeking the African in African Art instantly.

Jacqueline Britt:

This Yoruba Art and Language: Seeking the African in African Art are usually reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Yoruba Art and Language: Seeking the
African in African Art can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Yoruba Art and Language: Seeking the African in African Art
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jon Fuselier:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your



book? Or just searching for the Yoruba Art and Language: Seeking the African in African Art when you
necessary it?
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