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Abina and the Important Men is a compelling and powerfully illustrated "graphic history" based on an 1876
court transcript of a West African woman named Abina, who was wrongfully enslaved and took her case to
court. The book is a microhistory that does much more than simply depict an event in the past; it uses the
power of illustration to convey important themes in world history and to reveal the processes by which
history is made.

The story of Abina Mansah--a woman "without history" who was wrongfully enslaved, escaped to British-
controlled territory, and then took her former master to court--takes place in the complex world of the Gold
Coast at the onset of late nineteenth-century colonialism. Slavery becomes a contested ground, as cultural
practices collide with an emerging wage economy and British officials turn a blind eye to the presence of
underpaid domestic workers in the households of African merchants. The main scenes of the story take place
in the courtroom, where Abina strives to convince a series of "important men"--a British judge, two Euro-
African attorneys, a wealthy African country "gentleman," and a jury of local leaders--that her rights matter.
"Am I free?" Abina inquires. Throughout both the court case and the flashbacks that dramatically depict her
life in servitude, these men strive to "silence" Abina and to impose their own understandings and meanings
upon her. The story seems to conclude with the short-term success of the "important men," as Abina loses
her case. But it doesn't end there: Abina is eventually redeemed. Her testimony is uncovered in the dusty
archives by Trevor Getz and, through Liz Clarke's illustrations, becomes a graphic history read by people
around the world. In this way, the reader takes an active part in the story along with the illustrator, the
author, and Abina herself.

Following the graphic history in Part I, Parts II-V provide detailed historical context for the story, a reading
guide that reconstructs and deconstructs the methods used to interpret the story, and strategies for using
Abina in various classroom settings.
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From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Abina and the Important
Men: A Graphic History is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Mary McDonald:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History can
be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Teresa Burns:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but also novel and Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History as well as
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Abina
and the Important Men: A Graphic History to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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