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Starting from the premise that philosophers' deaths have been as interesting as their lives, Simon Critchley
pulls readers in with quirky stories of how philosophers died and then confronts the big themes - in this case,
what 'a good death' means and how to live with the knowledge of death and free from what he calls
'delusions and sophistries'. The book consists of short, sometimes very short, entries on various philosophers,
cataloguing the manner of their demises and linking this to their central ideas. These entries would run from
a couple of sentences in the case of the Pre-Socratics or minor Medievals and Moderns, up to a paragraph or
indeed short essays of about 800 words in the case, say, of Socrates, Seneca, Rousseau, Kant and Nietzsche.
Some of the entries would be rather pithy and, hopefully, witty.The book would be framed with an
Introduction, and a long concluding chapter on philosophy and death where I would seek to defend what I
have already said about the ideal of the philosophical death as a way of denouncing contemporary delusions
and sophistries, what Francis Bacon saw as the Idols of the Tribe, the Den, the Market-Place and the Theatre
(incidentally, Bacon died in a particularly cold winter in London in 1626 from a cold contracted after trying
to stuff a chicken with snow as an experiment in refrigeration). '
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Leiva:

This The Book of Dead Philosophers usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this The Book of Dead Philosophers can be among the great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The
Book of Dead Philosophers giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Christopher Hickman:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Book of Dead Philosophers can be fine book to read. May
be it could be best activity to you.

John Wilson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be study.
The Book of Dead Philosophers can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have
those short spare time problems.

Richard Jimenez:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to
the library. They go to generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is
very important for you. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Book of Dead Philosophers can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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