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How is history produced? How do individuals write—or rewrite—their parts while engaged in the
production of history? Michael Lynch and David Bogen take the example of the Iran-contra hearings to
explore these questions. These hearings, held in 1987 by the Joint House-Senate Select Committee on Secret
Military Assistance to Iran and the Nicaragua Opposition, provided the nation with a media spectacle and a
rare chance to see a struggle over the writing of history. There was Oliver North, prime suspect and
designated scapegoat, turning into a hero of the American Right before the very eyes of the nation. How this
transformation occurred, with the complicity of the press and the public, becomes disturbingly clear in The
Spectacle of History.
Lynch and Bogen detail the practices through which the historical agents at the center of the hearings
composed, confirmed, used, erased, and denied the historical record. They show how partisan skirmishes
over the disclosure of records and testimony led to a divided and irresolute outcome, an outcome further
facilitated by the “applied deconstruction” deployed by North and his allies. The Spectacle of History
immerses the reader in a crowded field of texts, utterances, visual displays, and media commentaries, but,
more than a case study, it develops unique insight into problems at the heart of society and social
theory—lying and credibility, the production of civic spectacle, the relationship between testimony and
history, the uses of memory, and the interplay between speech and writing.
Drawing on themes from sociology, literary theory, and ethnomethodology and challenging prevailing
concepts held by contemporary communication and cultural studies, Lynch and Bogen extract valuable
theoretical lessons from this specific and troubling historical episode.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Williams:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important normally. The book The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-
Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) has been making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Spectacle of
History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is not
only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book The Spectacle of
History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions). You
never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Neil Myers:

The event that you get from The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra
Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) will be the more deep you looking the information that hide
inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having that The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) instantly.

Irma Chavez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the
Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Ruby Chartrand:

This The Spectacle of History: Speech, Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately



using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Spectacle of History: Speech,
Text, and Memory at the Iran-Contra Hearings (Post-Contemporary Interventions) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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