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Recent scandals like WikiLeaks and Edward Snowden's disclosure of NSA documents have brought public
debates over government accountability and secrecy bubbling to the surface. How can modern democracies
balance the need for privacy in delicate foreign policy matters with the necessity of openness in gaining and
maintaining the trust of citizens? Democracies keep secrets from potential enemies and their citizens. This
simple fact challenges the surprisingly prevalent assumption that foreign policy successes and failures can be
attributed to public transparency and accountability. In fact, the ability to keep secrets has aided democratic
victories from the European and Pacific theatres in World War II to the global competition of the Cold War.
At the same time, executive discretion over the capacity to classify information created the opportunity for
abuse that contributed to Watergate, as well as domestic spying and repression in France, Norway and
Canada over the past forty years.

Therefore, democracies face a secrecy dilemma. Secrecy is useful, but once a group or person has the ability
to decide what information is concealed from a rival, citizens can no longer monitor that information. How
then can the public be assured that national security policies are not promoting hidden corruption or
incompetence? As Democracy Declassified shows, it is indeed possible for democracies to keep secrets
while also maintaining useful national security oversight institutions that can deter abuse and reassure the
public.

Understanding secrecy and oversight in democracies helps us explain not only why the Maginot Line rose
and the French Republic fell, or how the US stumbled but eventually won the Cold War, but more generally
how democracies can benefit from both public consent and necessary national security secrets. At a time
when ubiquitous debates over the issue of institutional accountability and transparency have reached a fever
pitch, Democracy Declassified provides a grounded and important view on the connection between the role
of secrecy in democratic governance and foreign policy-making.
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From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

The book Democracy Declassified: The Secrecy Dilemma in National Security gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Democracy Declassified: The Secrecy Dilemma in National Security for being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a publication Democracy
Declassified: The Secrecy Dilemma in National Security. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Concepcion Maldonado:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Democracy Declassified:
The Secrecy Dilemma in National Security is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

James Marcus:

The reserve with title Democracy Declassified: The Secrecy Dilemma in National Security has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

William Duhon:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Democracy Declassified: The Secrecy Dilemma in
National Security can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have issue that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Democracy Declassified:
The Secrecy Dilemma in National Security.
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