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Francis of Assisi is counted among the most important personalities of history. The life and ideals of this
humble, semiliterate medieval friar have had a shaping influence on the Christian church that has spilled over
into Western culture at large. This biography by Lawrence Cunningham looks anew at Francis's life and
legacy, seeking to counter efforts to romanticize him yet without diminishing his deep piety or abiding
significance.Pursuing a realistic view of the saint, Cunningham argues against common stereotypes that
sentimentalize Francis as a "blesser of animals," as a "church rebel," or as a precursor of the "spirituality"
movement. According to Cunningham, really seeing Francis requires the lens of theology rather than the lens
of quaint spirituality so often used. Francis was a devotedly orthodox Catholic whose life must be understood
as a response to reforming elements abroad in the church of his day. Francis's originality derived from his
success in articulating the "ideal gospel life": his message and actions were a kind of "acting out" of the
scriptures.Imbued with peerless scholarship, this book is also charmingly written. Cunningham is a master
storyteller as well as a brilliant biographer -- qualities that his"Francis of Assisi"fully displays. It will at once
inform and delight anyone interested in the fascinating life of Francis or his impact on church history."
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Robinson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Francis of
Assisi: Performing the Gospel of Life is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

James Harris:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. A
single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Francis of Assisi: Performing the Gospel of Life, you
can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Johnny Abel:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Francis of Assisi:
Performing the Gospel of Life that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Francis of Assisi: Performing the Gospel of Life
become your own starter.

Henry Jones:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Francis of Assisi: Performing the Gospel of Life will give you a new experience in reading
through a book.
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