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Bridging analysis of political parties and political philosophy, Passions and Interests presents eight
conceptual models of political parties with particular relevance to American democracy. Gerald Pomper, an
internationally recognized scholar, asks three questions: What meanings are attributed to parties?
Empirically, to what extent do American parties fit these concepts? How well do these different models serve
democratic interests?

The analysis encompasses a broad range of individuals, including party theorists from Michels to Downs,
practitioners such as Martin Van Buren and Woodrow Wilson, and political philosophers from Burke to
Lenin. Beginning with Madison's definition, Pomper views parties as varying combinations of passions and
interests. He examines, both empirically and normatively, models of party as bureaucratic organization,
governing caucus, cause advocate, ideological community, social movement, urban machine, rational office-
seeking team, and personal faction.

In further explorations, he analyzes these party models in the light of the historical record and empirical data
on American voting behavior, then compares them to proposals for party reform in the United States. In
conclusion, Pomper evaluates the contributions of U.S. political parties to democratic values and presents a
program to strengthen the parties as institutions of American democracy.

"The growth of political parties and the extension of democracy proceed along parallel tracks," Pomper
contends. "Competitive political parties facilitate, although they do not guarantee, a considerable measure of
popular involvement, control, and policy determination. Without them, government is more likely to
evidence authoritarianism, violence, and repression."
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Schulz:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Passions and
Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Sarah Ford:

Typically the book Passions and Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy will bring you
to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Passions and
Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

William Lyons:

Passions and Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing
Passions and Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy yet doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Leslie Mickle:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Passions and Interests: Political Party
Concepts of American Democracy guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Passions and
Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy as good book not simply by the cover but also
through the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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