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PREFACE.

The fact of the existence, within the valley of the Mississippi river and its tributaries, of many ancient
monuments of human labor and skill, seems to have escaped the notice of the adventurers who first made
known to the world the extent and fertility of that vast region. Except some incidental allusions by La Vega,
and the Portuguese chronicler of De Soto’s unfortunate expedition, to structures bearing some analogy to
those of the West, (and which seem to have been occupied, if they were not built, by the Indians of Florida,)
we find no mention made of these monuments by any of the earlier explorers. No sooner, however, had trade
been opened with the Indians beyond the Alleghanies, and the valley of the Mississippi begun to attract the
attention of the rival nations that laid claim to this division of the continent, than the less prominent features
of the country became subjects of observation and remark. Then, for the first time, we find these ancient
monuments distinctly alluded to. It was not however until some time afterwards, when settlements had been
established at various prominent points within the valley, and the tide of emigration began to flow
thitherward, that any special attention was directed to them. Carver in 1776, and Hearte and others in 1791,
were among the earliest of these observers at the North. Their accounts, however, served scarcely to make
known the existence of these remains, and failed to convey any clear idea of their extent or character. But as
the country became better known and more densely populated, notices of their existence became more
numerous, and some detailed accounts of particular groups were presented to the world, in the form of
incidental notices in books of travel and local gazetteers, or in contributions to the pages of periodicals, and
to the transactions of learned societies. HARRIS, in his “Tour into the Territory north-west of the Ohio,”
published in 1805, noticed at considerable length the ancient remains at Marietta on the Ohio river; and H. H.
BRACKENRIDGE, one of the most accurate of the early explorers of the West, in his “Views of Louisiana,”
published in 1814, and in a paper in the first volume of the new series of the Transactions of the “American
Philosophical Society,” presented accounts of ancient remains at various points, together with some general
remarks upon our antiquities, distinguished for their comprehensiveness and sound philosophical spirit.
Bishop MADISON of Virginia, in 1803, addressed to Dr. Barton, then Vice President of the American
Philosophical Society, a communication of considerable length “upon the supposed fortifications of the
western country,” which was published in the sixth volume of the old series of the Transactions of that
institution. It contains some interesting facts relative to the ancient remains found within the valley of the
great Kenhawa river, in Virginia, and is principally devoted to combating the popular notion that all the
ancient earthworks were of defensive origin. BARTRAM, in his animated Journal of Travels in Florida,
published in 1779, makes frequent mention of the ancient remains which fell under his notice. His accounts
have been amply confirmed by later observations, and they may be regarded as presenting a very accurate
view of their general character. Previous to Bartram’s expedition, Adair, in his “Account of the American
Indians,” published in 1775, mentioned the existence of these remains, but gave no details respecting them.
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From reader reviews:

Mora Miller:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Ancient Monuments of the
Mississippi Valley: Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, Vol. I. which is having the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's view.

Betty Walsh:

This Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley: Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, Vol. I. is
completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley: Smithsonian Contributions to
Knowledge, Vol. I. can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy
to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the
e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book
is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life along
with knowledge.

Ronald Searle:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley:
Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, Vol. I. was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley: Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge,
Vol. I. has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading in which.

Leslie Mickle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Ancient Monuments of
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