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The 1950s saw an explosion in the American musical theater. The Broadway show, catapulted into the
limelight in the 20s and solidified during the 40s thanks to Rodgers and Hammerstein, now entered its most
revolutionary phase, brashly redefining itself and forging a new kind of storytelling. In Coming Up Roses:
The Broadway Musical in the 1950s, Ethan Mordden gives us a guided tour of this rich decade.
With loving detail, Mordden highlights the shift in Broadway from shows that were mere star vehicles,
showcasing a big-name talent, to the bolder stories, stuffed with character and atmosphere. During this
period, subject matter became more intricate, even controversial, and plots more human and complex;
Mordden demonstrates how, in response, musical conventions were polished, writing became more finely
crafted, and dance became truly indispensable. Along the way we meet the key players: such greats as Ethel
Merman, George Abbott, Jerome Robbins, Gwen Verdon, Bob Fosse, Stephen Sondheim, Frank Loesser,
Cole Porter, Leonard Bernstein, and many others. We get the backstage scoop on why Guys and Dolls is so
well-made, why West Side Story is so timeless, why The King and I and Gypsy pushed the envelope, and
why no one ever talks about Ankles Aweigh. All this is peppered with a dash of industry gossip--the
directorial struggles, last-minute script rewrites and cast replacements, the power of the poster listings--that
made Broadway so nerve-wrackingly vibrant.
This passionate and informed study illuminates a crucial period in American musical theater and shows us
the origins of many of the musicals recently revived to huge success on Broadway.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Rutledge:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Coming up Roses: The Broadway Musical in the 1950s.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the
book Coming up Roses: The Broadway Musical in the 1950s. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Diane Merryman:

Here thing why this kind of Coming up Roses: The Broadway Musical in the 1950s are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Coming up Roses: The Broadway Musical in the 1950s giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar
with Coming up Roses: The Broadway Musical in the 1950s. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Coming up Roses:
The Broadway Musical in the 1950s in e-book can be your choice.

Beth French:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Coming up Roses: The Broadway Musical in the 1950s as the daily
resource information.

Kirsten Ferguson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be examine. Coming up
Roses: The Broadway Musical in the 1950s can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those
short free time problems.
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