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"The Journal of Rachel Van Dyke," a compelling primary document previously unpublished, offers insights
into the life and mind of a seventeen-year-old young woman, while also providing a fascinating window into
the cultural and social landscape of the early national period. Rachel was a thoughtful, intelligent, observer,
and her journal is an important account of upper- and middle-class life in the growing city of New
Brunswick, New Jersey. Her entries reveal her remarkably studied views on social customs, marriage, gender
roles, friendship, and religion.

The journal is dominated by two interrelated themes: Rachel's desire to broaden her knowledge and her
friendship with her teacher, Ebenezer Grosvenor. Since Ebenezer was both her teacher and her romantic
interest, it is impossible to distinguish between the themes of education and romance that dominate her
writings. On several occasions, Rachel and Ebenezer exchanged their private journals with each other.
During these exchanges, Ebenezer added comments in the margins of Rachel's journal, producing areas of
written "conversation" between them. The marginalia adds to the complexity of the journal and provides
evidence of and insight into Rachel's romantic and intellectual relationship with him. The written interactions
between Rachel and Ebenezer, together with discussions of friendship and courtship rituals provided
throughout the journal, enrich our understanding of social life during the early national period.

To Read My Heart will be of interest to students of American history, women's studies, and nineteenth-
century literature; all readers will be captivated by the rich expression and emotional experience of the
journal. Whether she is relating the story of a young friend's wedding, the death of a small boy, or the
capture of a slave in Guinea, Rachel's pages have universal appeal as she seeks to understand her own role as
an emerging adult.
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From reader reviews:

Markus Walker:

In other case, little folks like to read book To Read My Heart: The Journal of Rachel Van Dyke, 1810-1811.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important
any book To Read My Heart: The Journal of Rachel Van Dyke, 1810-1811. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet system.
It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jo Melvin:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this To Read My Heart: The Journal of Rachel
Van Dyke, 1810-1811 book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Eleanor Abney:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take To Read My Heart: The Journal of Rachel Van
Dyke, 1810-1811 as the daily resource information.

Robbie Lewis:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and To Read My Heart: The Journal of Rachel Van
Dyke, 1810-1811 or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes To Read My Heart: The Journal of Rachel Van Dyke, 1810-1811 to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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